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25 to 50% OFF*

® Diamond Jewelry ® 14 kt. Gold Earrings
® Pulsar & Seiko Watches

¢ 14 kt. Gold Chains & Bracelets e Pearls
e Selected Colored Stone Jewelry

*Excludes prior discounts & Simon G.

THINKING ABOUT
SELLING YOUR

GOLD AND
SILVER!

Come to the jeweler you have
known & trusted for 56 years

Brenda & Joe Martin

%]EWELERS

Since 1954

689-8124 ¢ Brandon
(Kings Ave. & Oakfield Dr.)

Open Tues.-Fri. 9-6 & Sat. 9-5
www.martins-jewelers.com
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Current chair leads
busy year of public
policy events

By CHRIS KUHN
Special Sections
correspondent

For Ron Pierce, serv-
ing as chairman for the
Greater Brandon
Chamber of Commerce
for the past year
couldn’t have come at a
better time. In a year
full of local and state
legislative issues up for
debate, this new role
allowed him the oppor-
tunity to do something
he had always wanted
to do: educate others
about the latest public
policy issues directly
affecting them as busi-
ness owners and resi-
dents in the Brandon
area.

“One of the most
important roles that a
chamber of commerce
can play in their com-
munity is being in-
volved in public policy
on behalf of businesses.
A lot of businesses
don’t fully understand
the impact that public
policy can have on
their day-to-day busi-
ness,” says the consul-
tant who lives in north
Brandon with his wife
and young son.

For the longtime
resident and FSU alum,
it’s the small home-
town feel and tight-knit
nature of the commu-
nity that makes Bran-
don truly feel like
home.

Greater Brandon Chamber of Commerce

Chairman Ron Pierce, right, presents local chiropractor
Glen Thornton with a 2010 Successful Doctors Award.

“I live here, work
here, have a son in
public schools here, so
it’s very important to
me from a business
standpoint to make
Brandon the best pos-
sible place to do busi-
ness,” he says.

Pierce launched his
own firm, RSA Consult-

ing Group, LLC
(www.rsaconsul-
tingllc.com) while serv-
ing in his role of cham-
ber chairman during
2010. The group spe-
cializes in government
relations primarily,
representing individu-
als and businesses with

See RON PIERCE, Page 3 »




RON PIERCE

Continued From Page 2

public policy issues before
the state, county or city
legislatures. His clients in-
clude the Tampa Bay
Lightning, Pepin Distribut-
ing Co., Tampa Bay Part-
nership and the Florida
Association of Community
Health Centers.

A chamber member for
the past 10 years, member
of its board of directors
and an active participant
with the organization’s
government advisory
council, Pierce says his
longtime love of politics
and previous campaign
work have assisted him
this year in the new role.

As chairman, Pierce was
able to land a number of
public policy educational
events hosted by the
chamber in a year espe-
cially heavy with public
policy discussion and key
referenda on the ballot.

“We did a lot to educate
our membership about the
transportation  referen-
dum on the Hillsborough
County ballot this year,”
he says. “If you were for or
against, that was fine, but
we just wanted to make
sure that from a factual
standpoint, everybody
knew what it meant. We
wanted residents to un-
derstand what this refer-
endum would mean to
them 10 years from now
and 20 years from now.”

Pierce served as emcee
for several transit-related
informative events, in-
cluding visits by local
county commissioners
who addressed the cham-
ber’s government advisory
council and a membership
luncheon featuring a
transportation discussion
led by panelists Tampa
Mayor Pam Iorio, Hillsbor-
ough County Commis-
sioner Mark Sharpe and
Bob Clifford, executive di-
rector of the Tampa Bay
Regional Transportation

T
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= Obstetrics
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During his year as chairman,
Ron Pierce has emceed and
spoken before membership
at a number of events, such
as this year's annual dinner.

Authority (TBARTA).
Chamber President
Tammy Bracewell says
that she was pleased with
how well the chamber was
able to keep its members
informed about the latest
legislative issues this past
year, something she attri-
butes to Pierce’s passion
for public policy education
and a commitment in line

with the chamber’s own
general goals.

“We decided a long time
ago that even if we didn’t
take public positions on
something that we would
make sure that the mem-
bers were informed and
educated about it,” Brace-
well says.

“We did a lot about
Amendment Four this year
and the transportation ref-
erendum. It seemed like
we were having something
every other week if not
every week.”

During Pierce’s role as
chairman, the chamber
underwent a reorganiza-
tion, something that
Pierce, as both chairman
and a member of the
board who weighed in on
the restructure, says was
necessary.

“As a member of the
board of directors, it’s our
responsibility that the ex-
ecutive team at the cham-
ber has the tools in their
toolbox to be successful.
We had to not only be

focused on getting people
to join the chamber, but
once they join, be able to
ensure there’s value in that
membership,” he says.
“Every person has a differ-
ent reason for joining the
chamber. I think the reor-
ganization is going to al-
low the chamber to be
much more efficient in
serving its members.”

Bracewell says that
Pierce was helpful during
the restructuring phase, a
time of change and transi-
tion.

“Ron is very level-head-
ed, which was important
during the past year with
all of the reorganization.
He was able to keep things
on an even keel, where we
didn’t miss a beat,” she
says.

Last fall, Pierce was rec-
ognized by the Tampa Bay
Business Journal as one of
its 2010 Up & Comers, for
the 30-39 years old catego-
ry, a designation which
celebrates the accomplish-
ments of young business

e

Whether you're thinking about having a baby, it's time for your annual exam, or maybe you
have some questions to discuss about your health care with someone you trust. It's time to call
Women's Care. Our doctors and staff provide a level of expertise and caring to our patients in

a unigue, natural environment. Call today to schedule your next appointment and you'll see

professionals throughout
the Bay area.

Soon, he will pass the
gavel to this year’s incom-
ing chamber chairperson,
Melissa Snively. While he
will continue to serve on
the executive committee
and be involved with the
government advisory
council, he looks forward
to returning to his previ-
ous role of chamber mem-
ber. Pierce notes that he’ll
continue to urge col-
leagues to keep informed
about issues that affect
them as citizens and en-
trepreneurs and to take
full advantage of the vast
array of networking op-
portunities chamber
membership affords them.

“In business, it's about
building relationships and
having those relationships
in place to be successful,”
he says. “I have no doubt
in my mind that the Bran-
don Chamber of Com-
merce will help businesses
create those relationships
to be successful.”
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why at Women'’s Care we celebrate women'’s health care daily. It's what we do best.

please visit us at:
www.weobweb.com

Brandon; 681.9171 731 South Parsons Ave.
Lithio: 699, 1006 5470 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.

H\ Women's Care Florida

Women’s Care

Exceplional Women's Care for Every Palient, Evary Time

Plant City; 754.7561 103 Southern Qak Dr.
Gibsonton: 574.1350 13123 Kings Lake Dr., Ste 102

with
Anesthesial

Tuesday,
Nightiis
L'adies
Nights
with
evening
apptis
available!
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